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up poor. They end up struggling to
take care of their children. They end
up struggling to educate them. They
end up struggling to provide them
health care. They end up struggling to
provide them with decent housing. And
this government, this administration,
the Bush administration, has decided
to cut them out of the tax bill.

And they want to talk about fairness
in America? They want to talk about
justice in America? They want to talk
about freedom in America? | do not
think so, Mr. and Mrs. America, be-
cause they made a conscious decision.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time has expired.

The Chair must remind Members to
avoid personally offensive references to
the President.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of
fornia. . . .

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time has expired.

——————

REGARDING YESTERDAY'’S FCC
DECISION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, |
come to the floor today to make a pub-
lic service announcement. Yesterday
was an extremely important day in
this country’s history.
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The FCC voted to allow increased
consolidation of the media. They are
tightening the noose on the neck of the
First Amendment.

The NRA is opposed to what hap-
pened yesterday, and so is JIM
MCDERMOTT, so you know how damning
what happened yesterday really is. If
you can get people as far apart as the
NRA and me on the same issue, you
have got a real problem in this coun-
try.

Now, my public service announce-
ment is this: Stop watching the U.S.
press. Stop watching the television. It
is the opiate of the masses. They are
using it to put you to sleep. You should
cancel your subscription and buy a sub-
scription to a foreign newspaper,
maybe the Financial Times of London,
or the Guardian, or the Scotsman from
Edinburgh or the Sunday Herald from
Sidney, Australia.

Why do | say this? Because you have
to read the foreign press to find out
what is going on in this country. The
Financial Times of London was the one
that reported that the President hid,
or, excuse me, | should not mention the
President, it was the administration
that hid the report that says we are
going to be $44 trillion in debt because
of these tax cuts. To put that in per-
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spective, that means every single
American, every man, woman and
child, everything they earn for 4 years,
that is what $44 trillion is. And the
President and his folks did not want us
to know about it, so they left it out.
But the London Times found it.

Reuters came up with a story about
the chaos in Irag. You think the Iraq
war is all over and there is no more
problem. According to our press, the
only thing that matters is this guy
that blew up a bomb in Atlanta about
6 years ago. They have suddenly forgot-
ten Irag.

But if you listen to what happened,
Reuters says they interviewed one of
the chiefs in Baghdad who said the en-
tire Iraqi people is a time bomb that
will blow up in the Americans’ face if
they do not end this occupation. “The
Iraqi people did not fight the Ameri-
cans during the war. Only Saddam’s
people did. But if the people decide to
fight them now, they are in big trou-
ble.”

One man said, “All of us will become
suicide bombers. | will turn my six
daughters into bombs to kill the Amer-
icans.”

That is what we have created over
there, and we are glossing over it now.
But if you read Reuters, you will find
that out. If you do not read Reuters,
you will never get it out of our paper.

Then we come to the next issue. You
have got to read the Scotland paper,
the Edinburgh Scotsman. What do they
say? They say regime change in Ilran is
starting a countdown. That is the edi-
torial headline. Regime change has not
been in any of the speaking so far, but
you start to see that the phrase has
found its way into a bunch of briefings.
And now, it is not a done deal, there is
a big fight between the war department
and the State Department. The war de-
partment is the one that took us into
Afghanistan, they took us into lraq,
and they are over there ready to go
again. It sounds sort of familiar. It is
the same way the drumbeat started in
this country in September when | said
that the President would lie to take us
to war. People were outraged. How
could you say such a thing?

Well, where are the weapons of mass
destruction? Please tell me. | am look-
ing. Mr. Blair is going to have an inves-
tigation of him.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SCHROCK). Members must avoid person-
ally offensive references to the Presi-
dent.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, |
thank you for that reminder.

Mr. Blair is going to be under inves-
tigation in the British House of Com-
mons. One member said it is worse
than Watergate, what has gone on in
Great Britain.

But in this country, do we expect the
Republican Party to come out and in-
vestigate the President of the United
States, misleading us, or the adminis-
tration misleading us, excuse me? The
administration misled us, these name-
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less, faceless people they put out there,
sent out there to tell what they wanted
said.

That is what you have to get. You
will get this if you read the Scotsman.
If you do not read the Scotsman, you
will not know where we are going next.

You know, last night another Amer-
ican soldier died, another American
soldier died in Iraqg, shot in an ambush.
Now, every one of those soldiers is im-
portant. When | was a psychiatrist dur-
ing the Vietnam War and | dealt with
these kids coming back, they were all
important, and that kid that was killed
last night was important. But you will
not hear anything about it in our
media, because you are not reading the
right stuff.

Get rid of the paper. It is the opiate
of the masses.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 20
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CULBERSON) at noon.

——
PRAYER
The Right Reverend John Clark Bu-

chanan, Retired Episcopal Bishop of
West Missouri, offered the following
prayer:

Almighty God, You gave us this good
land for our heritage. May we always
prove ourselves a people mindful of
Your favor and glad to do Your will.
Bless our land with honorable industry,
sound learning, and pure manners.
Save us from violence, discord, and
confusion, from pride and arrogance,
and from every evil way. Defend our
liberties, and fashion into one united
people the diverse multitudes brought
to this welcoming land. Endow with
wisdom those to whom in Your name
we entrust the authority of govern-
ment, especially this House of Rep-
resentatives, that there may be justice
and peace at home, and that, through
obedience to Your law, we may show
forth Your praise among the nations of
the Earth. In the time of prosperity,
fill our hearts with thankfulness, and
in the day of trouble, suffer not our
trust in You to fail, a prayer we bring
to Your throne of grace. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
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